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CRIMINAL STATISTICS OF ENGLAND. 



Judicial Statistics of England and Wales. Reprint of pp. 71-96 
of the Introduction to the Judicial Statistics for 1893. London, 1895. 
Pp. 28 ; diagrams, 6 ; maps, 4. 

This exceedingly valuable pamphlet on criminal statistics discusses 
statistically the increase or decrease of crime, the tendency to mitiga- 
tion of sentence, previous couviction of criminals, crime in relation to 
age and sex, the geographical distribution of crime in England and 
Wales, and monthly fluctuations of crime. 

It is concluded that during the 20 years, from 1874-93, the num- 
ber of crimes of violence against the person has diminished in a very 
marked degree, and that crimes against morality have apparently 
increased. This increase is, in part at any rate, due to the creation of 
new offenses by legislation. The classes of crimes against property 
show a marked diminution as compared with the population. It is 
not clear that there is any relationship between either pauperism or 
the marriage rate and the quantity of crime. A diagram illustrates 
this point. On the tendency to mitigation of sentence it is remarked 
that the total decrease in the number of committals counts for only 
3.5 per cent, and the diminution in the average length of sentences 
was such during the past ten years as to affect the prison population 
to the extent of 29.5 per cent. 

The four maps illustrate the distribution, in the counties of Eng- 
land and Wales, of crimes against property, of violence against the 
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person, against morals, and of drunkenness. The figures of county 
distribution are liable to be affected by the greater or less activity of 
the police. As a sociological result of this study, it is suggested that 
a race which is most innocent while it remains in an agricultural state 
becomes the most corrupt and criminal when concentrated in cities. 
The mining counties stand very badly in the matter of drunkenness 
and crimes of violence, but as regards crime generally they are rather 
below the average. 

For the first time the English criminal statistics show monthly 
fluctuations as well as seasonal. The conclusion is that the fluctua- 
tions are not so much due to human beings being directly dominated 
by variations of temperature as to the fact that opportunities for 
committing a large number of crimes are greater at one time of the 
year than another. A natural explanation can be given without 
having recourse to the theory of some connection between crime and 
temperature. The maps are well constructed, and in an interesting 
way complete the early studies which appeared in the Atlas of M. 
Guerry, published in 1864. 



ENGEL'S FAMILY BUDGETS. 

Die Lebenshosten belgischer Arbeiter-Familien friiher und jetzt. 
JSrmittelt aus Familien-Haushaltrechnungen und vergleichend zusam- 
mengestellt. By Dr. Ernst Engel. [Bulletin de I'lnstitut Interna- 
tional de Statistigue. Tome IX. Premiere Livaison. Rome, 1895. 

The one general induction in the department of economic consump- 
tion which has obtained wide currency and been of definite use to 
many students is the so-called Engel's law regarding the proportion 
of total expenditures devoted by families in different classes to various 
specified purposes. Many have talked about the importance of 
magnifying consumption as a branch of economics, but very few have 
settled down to the hard work of following their own advice. Dr. 
Ernst Engel had the courage and patience to undertake the statistical 
investigation of the subject forty years ago, and the generalizations 
he then made are still conspicuous, partly by virtue of their value, 
and partly by virtue of the fact that so little else has been done in the 
same field. At the age of seventy-four, Dr. Engel, no longer drawn 
aside by official duties, returns to the subject which interested him at 



